THE   NEUTRALS
mitted to the Chamber, the old King of Roumania was terrified. Weak (like the other European kings) but at bottom honourable, a Hohenzollern,  Adjutant to  the Crown Prince Frederick in the Danish War, husband of a princess who wrote poetry, always nearer in spirit to the decent, and, therefore, powerless  peasantry of his alien land than to the Balkan attorneys who ruled _it—this King Carol let the two parties alternately dip ^ into the lucky-bag, and, consequently, had dreaded nothing more emphatically than an open alliance with either side.
And yet even the Liberals—Parisian blend—who had been ruling since the end of 1913, were to be won if they were given Transylvania, in which millions of Roumanians had been for centuries subject to the Magyars. At that time they offered a more or less loose adherence to the Monarchy—very much on the lines of Franz Ferdinand s ideas; but Tisza refused, and the old Emperor was the more strongly against it because his nephew was for it. The murder of the Archduke, therefore, made a particularly deep impression in Bucharest; they saw a friend of Roumania go down.
Vienna's Ultimatum to Serbia transformed these feel-ings "in a few hours." They had just won victories at Serbia's side; they thought Austria must be mad ^ to start a war whose tangles offered a prospect of seeing Roumania's old claims to Transylvania more easily satisfied by neutrality than by alliance. The Balkan King with the German heart did not let the Austrian Minister read the Ultimatum through to the end, but interrupted, aghast: "That means a world war!" And it was long before he
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could collect his thoughts and decide on his policy, rle felt his secret alliance to be suspended in a vacuum; and when, a few days later, the Austrian appealed to his honour, saying that he must come in, a treaty was a treaty—the old King collapsed across his desk in bitter tears and tried to tear the Pour le Merite from his neck.
Meanwhile   the   German    Kaiser    telegraphed     to Bucharest "as a Hohenzollern" in an almost threatening
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